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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 On 19 December M23 rebels requested that Kinshasa sign a formal ceasefire agreement, accusing government officials of dragging out peace 

talks to bolster the army's position on the ground. The government refused and peace talks have been suspended until 5 January. 

 A regional contingency planning meeting of Humanitarian Coordinators with United Nations and NGO humanitarian actors in Nairobi has 

identified drawn-out negotiations with continued flare ups and armed hostility through proxy militias as the most likely scenario for the 

coming weeks. 

 Under UNICEF-led coordination and with RRMP partners as the major actors, over 20,000 displaced families living outside of Goma have 

received family relief kits of essential household and personal items.   

 
POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 

 

 Following attacks by armed groups and growing tension in the internally displaced persons sites, MONUSCO has deployed its quick reaction force 

to combat banditry, MONUSCO’s military spokesman, Colonel Felix Basse, said on 23 December. 

 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed alarm on 19 December at the crisis in the east of DRC and said he had discussed a plan to bring 

stability to the region with leaders of Rwanda, Uganda and other African states. 

 The UN Deputy Secretary-General in charge of peacekeeping, Hervé Ladsous, said on 18 December after a meeting of the Security Council in 

New York, that some reinforcements of peacekeepers are expected to be sent to Goma "if circumstances so require". Hervé Ladsous described 

the movements of the rebels of the M23 around Goma as "erratic and of concern". 

 The African Union was to meet on 27 December to consider a proposal for an African peacekeeping force to be deployed in eastern DRC. The 

two-day meeting in Addis Ababa will be attended by regional leaders, European officials and representatives of the UN Security Council.  

 
 HUMANITARIAN SITUATION  

 

 No new major internal population movements reported during this period. 

 Refugee outflows from DRC remain limited; some 373 Congolese from the Kinyarwanda speaking community have fled to Rwanda since 16 

December; the majority of these refugees have been integrated into the Nkamira transit center. 
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UNICEF & CLUSTER RESPONSE 

 
Essential Household Non-Food Items (NFI) /Shelter 

 As of 25 December, a total of 20,909 households (of a total of over 23,500 planned) have received the family relief kits of essential household and 
personal items.  Final distributions are occurring this week in sites where operations were temporarily suspended last week due to security concerns 
and by some organizations who were finalizing logistics arrangements early in the week. 

 

Site Families assisted 

Bulengo Site 6,448 families 

Mugunga 1 Site 5,301 families 

Mugunga 3 Site 4,900 families  

Lac Vert Site 2,100 families 

Nzolu Site 1,272 families 

Schools/Churches    888 families 

TOTAL 20,909 families  

 

 Over 210 staff from 13 local and international Non-Governmental Organization as well as 4 UN agencies took part in these coordinated efforts;  

collaborating organizations  included AIDES, AVSI, Benenfance, Care, Caritas Goma, Concern Worldwide, Handicap International, IOM, IRC, 

NRC/RRMP, OCHA, Oxfam GB, Première Urgence, Save the Children, Solidarités International/RRMP, UNHCR, UNICEF and UNOPS.   

 For the UNICEF portion of this assistance, the distributions were made possible with support from a variety of donors including the UK Department for 

International Development (DFID), Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the European Commission (ECHO), the United States Agency 

for International Development’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), the CERF and Pooled Fund Common Humanitarian Funds and the 

governments of Canada, Japan, South Korea, and Sweden.  

 Given the proximity of the sites to armed groups and military camps added significant challenges to these operations, requiring close coordination 

with security actors during and after interventions; there were two reported cases of looting at Mugunga camp during the days of the distributions  

WASH 

 The IDPs in Mugunga III camp and Mugunga I IDP site (around 84.000 persons) continue to receive 440m3 of treated water a day with UNICEF 
support (covering pumping costs). While looking for longer-term solutions for the other sites, 150m3 of treated water a day is being delivered by 
water trucking in the sites of Lac Vert, Bulengo and Don Bosco by other organizations (NCA and Oxfam GB). 

 Oxfam GB is increasing water storage capacity in Bulengo with the installation of two 70m3 reservoirs. 
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 Latrine construction continues to expand coverage in the different sites; given the difficulties of constructing new latrines in the volcanic soil 
some partners are opting for emptying old toilets to re-use existing pits. 

 There has been an increase in cholera cases in IDP sites, particularly Mugunga III.  UNICEF and partners are ramping up cholera awareness 
campaigns including messages on jerry-can cleaning and household level water quality monitoring. 

 ACF and ADSSE continue cholera prevention activities in IDP sites and host communities in South Kivu, on the Minova- Kalehe axis. 
 

Education 

 In Minova (South Kivu) 68.4% of primary school children are now back in school; AVSI/RRMP and provincial education partners are identifying children 

who have still not resumed classed. 

 Elsewhere in South Kivu, UNICEF partners are working in other displaced host communities distributing school grants to 5 schools in Fizi territory for 

school reaching 1,141 pupils (555 girls), distributing school kits to 1,202 pupils (595 girls), and building semi-durable learning spaces including latrines 

and hand-washing points (Walungu territory). 

Protection 
 41 new unaccompanied and separated children (including 16 girls) were identified in and around IDPs sites near Goma between the 19th and 

26th of December by UNICEF partner PAMI.  
 Family tracing activities have resulted in the reunification of 180 children including 92 girls with their families.  
 3 boys formerly associated with armed groups were referred and transferred to the UNICEF supported Center for Transit and Orientation (CTO) 

run by CAJED where they will receive psychosocial support and participate in education and play activities until they are reunited with family 
members.  

 63 boys formerly associated with armed groups and forces are currently in the UNICEF-supported CAJED Center for Transit and Orientation (CTO) 
and 11, including one girl, are with host families; 38 boys formerly associated with armed groups and forces were reunited with their families.  

 On 20 December, the National Minister of Gender visited Mugunga III Camp including activities of UNICEF implementing partner, Hope in Action; 
Hope in Action provides psychosocial support and medical support to the Health Post to ensure survivors of sexual violence have access to 
services. 
                                                                                                                                      

Health  

 On 22 December, 1,350,000 million doses of measles vaccines arrived in Goma. The vaccines will be used to assist more than 1.2 million children 
aged between 6 months old and 15 years old in emergency campaigns planned in the coming days and weeks in 7 health zones affected by 
population displacement in North Kivu; partners include Merlin and the government vaccination service-PEV (Programme Elargie de 
Vaccination), and the Provincial Division of Health. 

 From 20-22 December, polio vaccination campaigns combined with vitamin A and deworming were carried out in 27 of 28 health zones in North 
Kivu.   
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Nutrition 
 

 On 24 December, 2,500 additional boxes of Plumpy-Nut arrived in Goma; partners Save the Children and Caritas Goma will use them to increase 
response capacity in the province.   

 In order to better assess nutritional needs among IDP and local populations, a nutritional survey is being undertaken in the two health zones 
mos affected by recent population movement (Goma and Karisimbi); data collection on the nutrition survey has been completed.  Results are 
expected for mid-January   

 
 

RESOURCES REQUIREMENTS 
 
In order to respond quickly, UNICEF is fundraising an initial $13,830,396 to meet the immediate and medium-term needs of children and women throughout 
the affected areas for the coming 3 months.  A total of $9.72m in contributions or pledges has been received.  No new contributions this reporting period. 
 

Table 1. Estimated funding requirements from November 2012 to February 2013 

Sector US$ 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  2,860,000 

Health 1,150,000 

NFI 2,359,000 

Child Protection 2,888,027 

Nutrition 1,708,369 

Education 2,865,000 

 


